Present:

Clive Smith
Jenny Sippings
Dai Williams

Neil Witt

Richard Haslock
Jason Edwards
Richard Lloyd
Alastair Harris
Patrick Townsend
Martin List-Petersen
Richard Jones
Pete Pollard
Emma Vernel
Aidan Talbot
Mark Williams
Pete Barr

Tom Middleton
Jes Baines
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MINUTES OF CLUB 80-90 SYNCRONAUTS
8TH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
held on
THURSDAY 6TH DECEMBER, 2012 ONLINE

Apologies for absence:

President David Dunne
Treasurer Roger Crocker
Chairman



Clive Smith (President) welcomed everyone to thenemmeeting.

1/12 Apologies for Absence

Apologies were received from David Dunne and Rdgyecker.

2/12 Chairman’s Report
See Appendix 1.

3/12 Accounts

The accounts were available for the membershipel @and are attached to these minutes.

4/12 To receive any nominations for officers/commit  tee members

(Clive Smith President)
Neil Witt Secretary
Jenny Sippings Treasurer
Roger Crocker

Paul Gillett

Alastair Harris

Matt Sandall

Aidan Talbot

Patrick Townsend

Dai Williams

Mark Williams

5/12 Resignation of the existing committee
At this point in the meeting the existing commitederesigned their posts.

6/12 Election of officers and committee

Neil Witt and Jenny Sippings were elected unoppdsdle positions of Secretary and Treasurer
respectively.

All those nominated above were elected to the cdtaeunopposed:

7/12 Any Other Business

This is a summary of the discussion that took pléarefull details look in the following forum:
http://www.syncronauts.org.uk/AGMForum/viewforumpg#i=41

Programme 2013

It was asked what plans the Syncronauts had fo8.20Was also requested that dates should begheali
on the forum as soon as possible in the New Yesople were also in favour of holding Syncropendenmte
the last weekend in June so that we could attemip€elam on the first weekend in July.

Syncro France 2013

There were some questions about the syncro evémairce and it was explained that this was a return
invitation from the Syncro Club de France for imgf them last year to Wales. Some members said that
they would not be able to attend due to childrescimool.



Recommended On-board Equipment

Discussion took place following the problems exgeced in Devon the previous summer about useful
recovery equipment. It was felt that we shouldmake equipment compulsory but highly recommended.
There is also a training implication in using seguipment.

Syncronauts Website

There was discussion about how the syncro websiteused. Most of the adverts for events are on the
syncro forum , but also on the sidebar of the symauts’ website. The events section on the welssfte
accounts of past events.

Navigation Equipment

It was commented on that not many people are rgnmavigational software and that this can be alprob
if there are more than 6 vans attending a lanimmevi here was discussion on use of paper mapsasts!
associated with navigation equipment.

Thanks
Thanks was expressed to the committee for all tregid work this year.

8/12 Close of meeting
The meeting closed at 10.00 p.m.



APPENDIX 1 PRESIDENT'S REPORT 2012

Thanks

Firstly, thanks to the committee members for thigie, decision making, help organising events aadyn
other contributions to a smooth club life.

Also others have contributed as always, with thigie at events, supplying or loaning necessary nadge
too many to name but once again, the membershgpsoifthanks.

Thanks to Dave Dunne for printing the Syncronatitkers for us, and we are now expecting a second
batch for the forthcoming year, many thanks.

Thanks also especially to the Officers, for stegpip and making things happen, Dai as Chairman,dsei
Secretary and Jenny for all the hard work liaisiitlh everyone to keep the Treasury afloat and Gener
Admin tasks under control.

That we might say the Syncronauts as a club hasretitis something that over the last year or ta® h
been heard said more than once — though oftenfetiowed with some jape that it's a shame nottall i
members following suit! It is perhaps true, apptoag our tenth Syncropendence, seeming to have
established a set of events that many of our mesitkerand are happy to return to annually. Nowtiig
we also find more members travelling and touringhfer afield... the Overland Exhibition seems to have
crystallised this for those who attended... but nadréhat later!

Of the events this year, Syncropendence was qoéeia and a first, a Scottish event. NB. More ipalars
can be found in thBast Events & Meetsub-forum.

This year seems to have been characterised byraamnand rain. Shipston, Syncropendence, Snowgdonia
CamperJam and even Devon was wet, wet, wet... souggjthmaking things a bit hairy sometimes and a
nuisance at others, didn’'t dampen our spirits tochmh

Shipston

For the second time ever we booked Wagtail, Shipiioan early doors event (April 13/14/15), andvead
soon after a heck of a downpour. Whilst making asde the campsite a bit slippy slidey, the weattwer
the weekend itself was OK, but the site was veryimelaces, creating plenty of challenges grampfor
grip .

Attendance was good, many new faces turning upyisigoand trying out their Syncros.

Here’s a quote that gives a fe8liippy, gloopy mud, easy to get stuck, blue skies and nice out of the wind.
Beer left overnight was ice Sunday morning [Toomanytoys: since Shipston known as Toomanytows]

A 10 gate (English) trial (overseen by Sharon) wemsby quite a few, both ways, yet difficult enough
only one or two to get a clear round.... Another hpgimt (!) in the weekend’s entertainment was antwi
side-by-side tow of a completely flooded Disco ota water-filled bomb-hole.

Syncropendence 9; Snowdonia week; CamperJam (28tlude ~8th July)

For some time we had planned to invite memberk@french Syncro club to our main summer event and
this year seemed ‘now or never’, so to make itllaaek for them, Syncropendence was moved forward
from its normal week to allow for a visit to Campam the next weekend. The whole week in between was
filled with camping, touring and off-roading in tismowdonia region.

Four French visitors attended SP9, Rob Baetson Holland and our member Jason Edwards also drove
from his home in Denmark so giving the week a gmbernational flavour.

31 Syncros and over 50 people came to Wales. Dheawy rain Saturday conditions became quickly
dangerous on the grass up on the hills, as wekgsdifficult to negotiate in some of the well ted muddy
gullies. We mostly abandoned the hill driving utdiler. Paul came to the rescue by setting ubhitrithe
field across the river from the campsite. Sundaydd out eventually a much better day, those tbatwed
up and out finding much better conditions thouglha&stimulating challenge getting about; someteis
enjoyed a relaxing afternoon nature ramble thrahghsteep woods, footpaths and rocky climbs before
resuming driving the site



Many contributed to making SP9 a great Syncroviaktin the social side, but particular thanks felprand
commitment must go to Simon & Tracy Whitmore (largarquee, food, drink and organisation), Neil and
Sally (food) and Aidan Talbot (facilities made dahble) and Paul & Jenny (food and overall orgaiosat

The social theme throughout the whole week waslesbénd drinks every evening, come what may...
everyone provided something at some time, an engsmariety, with Daniel & Yves always ready to
contribute a nice wine or some food from theirlstal great success.

On the Monday after SP9, 13 travelled on up theiN@rales coast to Shell island, to base themséfivise
dunes there for touring and green-laning Snowddhrained again, and again... Two day-long laning
excursions were driven, taking in some places ehglhg, picturesque and classic routes, that emeryo
enjoyed immensely. A mid-week free-day touring &isiting was also scheduled, so by the Friday nmani
(raining again) breaking camp for the convoy diae event in itself!) to CamperJam Weston Park tvas
order of the day

Arriving at Camperjam circa 6pm Friday, it was AHamet. Very wet under tyre, but we sploshed through
nicely to our designated area, showing off a bilppose. Before settling down one or two had starte
towing mainly stranded T4s and T5s out of trouble.

As last year, and despite deep mud everywherdaxec and friendly atmosphere pervaded. Saturday we
were slated to create an interesting static dispfapur Syncros, which looked great, Dai’s fabulous
expedition ‘stripey’ taking pride of place, Dan&IYves setup their French Market stall again, adigcess
wherever we were, CJ staff photographers got t&wod then we broke up for the evening.

A final foray for the Sunday, was planning and rimgra ‘Syncro experience’ in an on-site disusedigla
which again became a great photo opportunity foai@lgave quite a few visitors new to Syncro an eye
opening trip, the going cutting up quickly to aystippery clay on some steep climbs and descents.

By Sunday afternoon the weather was much improa®ed, somewhat sad time approached — many
goodbyes to those we’'d been camping & travellingpvior 10 days, although with a resolution to meet
again in France next year.(4th~12th May has nown lseggested).

If you haven't already read the articiesue 61 of VW Camper & Commerciahs a four page picture
spread of the Syncronauts off-roading at CamperJam.
A separate report is available on the forum, inciga list of all those who attended.

Devon: August 3rd~6th

Our August Devon meeting near Cullompton has I'gard, also matured. Perhaps it's become a bit
cheesey, but what | think is meant, that we stic& fairly well liked itinerary. Some lane driviigvery
good (read challenging, after all this where thient@uffy and non-fluffy lanes was coined). Balangithe
best of those lanes is the touring & sightseeingiching from North to South coasts, with plentyoodaks
for groups mixing it up & taking in the picturesqoeuntryside at some leisure. Overall the eventahaise
relaxed atmosphere though maybe that’s just a auatibn of the time of year when the sun is starting
wane and the effect being in the West Countryfiteelds to have.

On the Friday afternoon’s green laning there waacamoment when we realised that the old man who'd
lived at Hack Pen Mill cottages his whole life (@&ars nearly) was not about, the places beingdutte

This year, there was plenty of time for laughs esatiside natter, but not for the first time in Deythings
got a bit serious with some high drama here ancktiiéghe weather was again, wet, wet and yes wet;sso
those lovely breaks between the showers (or clostuthat make it all so worthwhile (isn't it!).aever
whilst grip degrades from showers and surface water stability can degrade from incessant ralnfal
Having missed a turning one of our groups took vibwalted like a good route that hadn’t been recced
recently, and for some got a bit narrow as thekBacirved around steep drops, with the edges undedm
by weeks of rain. Everyone got through with mutigbport & a team spirit, but a few clear messagaew
learnt: one was that far too few carry any reafigful equipment.

Devon is also becoming a longer meet, many arriaimg Thursday for the Friday afternoon/evening
scratchy drive and departing Monday or Tuesday.



A visit to the Devon & Somerset Gliding club fieddould I think, be on the agenda, with a chandb/tand
see the Black Downs and potentially half of Devobé&rset from above.

So despite the intermittent rain, many stayedherSunday, a drive to Fingle’s Bridge, a pub lunch
followed by a real cracker of a climb up through #oods, and an equally steep descent. It wasd=ng|
being just the first. On to Dartmoor, tea and calkenassive Tor, surely the wilderness was conjupely
these places. Then we found ‘the lane’, a realeraukder dripping canopies, finished off with a d@teep
scramble. Returning out of Dartmoor’s magic grig, were hit by a cloudburst of Devonian proportions.
everyone seemed to stop in their tracks as, wipeashing, our Syncro convoy rolled back down dahto
main roads, washed clean as a whistle with wavegtdr splashing above the tallest hightop.

A long tour is the order of the day for Monday auadit was, to the North coast, Tarr Steps was ngniell
of course, and yet the view to Wales from Porloels\wo clear we were asked where in Devon it was.

Most people departed on the Tuesday, but a fevedtlynger for more sight seeing.
Scottish Drumclog meeting 22nd & 23rd September

For some years those Syncronauts north of the bbede been hankering after a proper off-road dgvi
meet and thanks to committee member Alastair Haaffisrts, this came to pass successfully towahds t
end of September.

Five Syncro owners supported the event and mogtdtde Saturday night, making this a good socegtm
up as well. It seems a high point was the mand&gonronauts ‘twin tow’ but in this case, out drssk
running river (apologies, ‘twasa burn no doubt!)

I’'m told everyone expressed a wish the event wbeldepeated next year and we’re sure it will — hdpe
some travelling up across the border to suppoddlvavehearts, who themselves think nothing efrdri
overnight down into the heart of England or Walasa short weekend®&driving on our pathetic lowland
humps and tumps

Adventure Overland Show 6th~7th October, Whilton Mil Karting Centre, nr. Daventry
This was without doubt an eye opener for many ppashaps because its theme(s) epitomised what so
many Syncro owners aspire to, some dream aboua & manage to do..!

The organiser, Tom McGuigan. Sums it up in thelblbttp://www.adventureoverlandshow.cghke this:-

ADVENTURE OVERLAND is a major outdoor show featugiall forms of independent/organised
‘alternative travel' (certainly not your averagadieholiday package), an event that brings togétimeier
one roof’ so to speak, the sort of folk who lovelexing the great outdoors.

This includes adventure holidays whatever the ntetfdravel - from walking, treks and general
backpacking, to overland tours, safaris & expedsiatilising cycles, motorbikes, 4x4’s & trucks.

The words there that particularly sparkle (in mg®y being safari, expeditions, overland

http://www.adventureoverlandshow.com/

Tom had got in touch to invite us to bring somdakle Syncros, allocating an area for a displagski
(well, our Khyams sufficed). This the Committeeesgt to do, with Chairman Dai and Paul bringing the
Stripe and the Unicorn respectively: very differbat both relevant to the theme. Jenny organised th
displays, having a whole new batch of recent imggeged and mounted beautifully, and many others
helped including Pete, Sharon Pollard supportingruthe stand.

Quite a few of our members came by, several campiegnight in the field provided and everyone was
enthused with the dazzling array of overland vesicfrom historic WWII LRDG Jeeps to massive arityfu
equipped safari and support trucks. A nice touctevlee seminars being run from Friday night throtggh
Sunday afternoon on a wide range of subjects, rgamyg first hand knowledge of where to go and st
important what to expect. A dizzying array of ®allas to be found, even down to displays of various



bushcraft and trakka skills too!

Definitely one for the diary next year if you likiee theme, a lot was learnt. It seemed very mumhgaihe
French Syncro Club lines, being great Ididistance expeditioners.. we will inform them [ thin

Salisbury Plains drive Sat 15th September

Six vans go mad over Salisbury plains, and notauttan enormous amount of splashing about in diegp c
coloured water too. (and more than one Syncradutiie or didn’t quite make it there). Camped Fyi&at

) Nuff said this was goofinight at Bell Campsite, Devizes (of 6X fame Rogérally organised; had to
call off due family; think Baz (Syncrobaz) deseraasmention for keeping the momentum up; and asyawa
Neil Axeman & Sally are making things happen. Jmkt2 photos and had an AFM failure, not sure they
were linked....

Syncronauts did the plains before, fine as lonBritssh Army are on hols and not lobbing shells oweads
and | must say, ground is hard and unforgivingao@roduce many an injury to your Syncro. Plenty of
historicals around that area too, a stopoff aHbage O’Stones always a possible. Ancient (megaliie)
historicals | mean.

Purchases(What have we sold what have we bought? )

We have sold about nothing, and bought for the gddbe club this year:-

1) A large Coleman shelter (wait & see) — if tha shines and we have showers it'll be perfect, if i
hammers down for days on end, maybe not, thougtiidvalso nclude the side panels too;

2) by general concensus (of 1) about 23 metre$o@) of 12,000 Ibf breaking strain plasma ropebhéo
available at the main Syncronauts events and edfeftir green-laning recoveries (idea is to keemood
ground and recover alien vehicles on dangerouadioactive surfaces).

Future events

The Syncro Club de France have invited Syncromaetsbers to Normandy for the dates May 4th to the
12th. We anticipate this will be well worth attengiif possible.

Clive Smith
President



APPENDIX 2 ANNUAL ACCOUNTS 2012

CLUE 80-20 SYNCROMNAUTS

Accounts for Financial Year ended 22nd November 2012

INCOME 201112 EXPENDITURE 2011112
Dodokas Project £230.00 Dodokas Project £80.00
Shipston 2012 £608.95 Shipston 2012 £561.00
Syncropendence 2012 £1.330.00 Syncropendence 2012 £1,127.45
Conations at CamperJam £41.60 Equipment & M54 fees £295 99
Bank interest £0.14 Hi-Viz Vests £18.93
Hi-\iz Vests £13.50 Admin costs & Camperdam & Qverand Display £165.80
Membership fees not used as deposits for events £370.00
TOTAL £2,444.19 TOTAL £2.249147
Balance sheet as at 22-11-12
Funds in Abbay Mational Account 157545
Less uncleared items £10.00
Balance cifd £1.585.45
Represented by
Balance bifd £1.390.43
Excess of incame over expenditure £195.02
£1,585.45

| cerlify that the faregaing statement of accounts is carrect
. Y |
_'"]-fw‘..ﬁ-‘j it Fr _]

Treasurer Dec-12



